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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on December 4, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be nejgatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 7-14, 16, 20-27, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US patent application publication 2003/00004 1 1 to Cemocky et al in view of 
US 4,648,471 to Bordon. 

Regarding claims 1, 14, 16, 27, and 30, Cemocky et al disclose a method, system, and 
apparatus usable with a subterranean well, comprising: deploying a casing conveyed tool 18 in a 
subterranean well; disposing the casing conveyed tool 18 in the outer surface 12 of a casing 10 in 
the well so that the tool does not block the central passageway; communicating a wireless 
stimulus downhole in the well; actuating, or firing, the casing conveyed tool 18, which is a 
perforating gun, in response to the communication; and communicating another wireless 
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stimulus uphole from a transmitter (antennas are know to be transmitters and receivers) that is 
integrated with the casing string (see Figs. 1, 2, and 5; paragraphs 0025-0027, 0038, and 0050). 

Although it is taught that the wireless stimulus that is transmitted uphole is for 
monitoring purposes (see paragraph 0038), it is not specifically taught that the monitoring is for 
confirming that the perforating gun fired. 

Bordon teaches a tubing conveyed perforating gun similar to that of Cemocky et al (see 
col. 2, Unes 42-46). It is further taught that a confirmation of the firing of the perforating gun 
charges is transmitted uphole (see col. 5, lines 37-45). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Cemocky et al and Bordon before him at the 
time the invention was made, that the monitoring taught by Cemocky et al would include the 
confirmation of the firing of the perforating gun of Bordon, in order to obtain a method, system, 
and/or apparatus that will avoid dangerous situations such as bringing armed but unfired charges 
to the surface (see col. 2, lines 32-35 of Bordon). One would have been motivated to make such 
a combination because the references address the narrow problem of firing tubing, or casing, 
conveyed perforating gun charges downhole, therefore, a person seeking to solve that exact 
problem would consult the references and apply their teachings together. 

< 

Regarding claims 7-12, 20-25, and 29, the combination applied to claims 1,14, and 27 
above teaches that the wireless signals transmitted downhole comprise at least one of an acoustic 
wave, an electromagnetic wave, a seismic wave, and a fluid pressure pulse, wherein acoustic and 
seismic waves are known to be pressure pulses and fluid will inherently be located in the well or 
tubing (see paragraph 0048 of Cemocky et al). 
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Regarding claims 13 and 26, the combination applied to claims 1 and 14 above teaches 
that the stimulus is encoded to indicate a command and the stimulus is decoded to extract the 
command (see claim 1 of Cemocky et al). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see pages 6-7, filed October 30, 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 4-6, 17-19, and 31 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Cemocky et al and Bordon. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shane Bomar whose telephone number is 571-272-7026. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:00am to 2:30pm. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on 571-272-6999. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pairrdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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